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THE GROWI NG CRISIS in the world 's 
food supply brings into sharp focus 
the question of feeding an extra 
200,000 human bei ngs a day, the 
current increase in births over deaths. 
When visitors to the U.S.A. from poor 
countries see the vast stocks of pet 
food in u.s. supermarkets, some say 
the problem is one of distribution. 
Yet experts say, if the avail able foo d 
were evenly distributed, everyone 
would still be hungry. 
24 
Perspectives on Population Growth 
Some governments, like Indonesia, the 
fifth most populous nation on earth, 
say they must reduce their ra te of 
population growth because they can-
not possibly educate and provide jobs 
for so many, even if food is available. 
Other governments, like Brazil , say 
they need larger populations to accel-
erate economic development. u.s. of-
fi cial statements tend to focus on 
" means fo r dea ling effectively wi th 
this global problem" as suggested in 
the President's 1973 Report to the 
Congress on u.s. Foreign Policy. 
There are al o voices saying the ef-
fo rts of predominantly white, afflu ent 
governments o r people to advise 
dark-skinned people who are also 
poor to have fewe r babies smacks of 
racism and paternalism. Population 
poli cies, according to Third World 
spokesmen, should be a matter of 
sovereign rights and human rights . 
R esponding to this view, the 
United ations has decl ared govern-
ments have a ri ght to formul ate their 
own population policies and parents 
have a right to decide the number and 
sp cing 01 their children. · ct right 
are empty without the means to ex-
ercise them. Many see the problem 
primarily as achi eving a level of so-
cial and economic development that 
enables governments to implement 
their policies and parents to have ac-
cess to the means to implement their 
decisions. 
WPY 
These are some of the big issues for 
1974 that the United Nations, ever 
seeking ways to focus world atten-
tion on the great questions of the age, 
has declared to be World Population 
Yea r. 1974 is also the first year of the 
UN Decade fo r Action to Combat 
R acism and R acial Discrimination, 
the third yea r of the Second Devel-
opment Decade and of the Disarm a-
ment Decade. Each of these emphases 
is intimately related to the level of the 
wo rld 's populati on growth , as is the 
goal of the next "Year," l 975- In-
tcrnati onal Women's Year. (The UN 
General Assembly couldn 't bring it-
self to call it "Intern ational Year for 
Equality Between Men and Women" 
as previous UN declarations would 
suggest.) 
They are issues on which the YWCA 
Imperative to eliminate racism and 
the supporting ta rgets adopted by the 
1973 YWCA national convention have 
a direct bearing. The WPY framework 
gives program opportunities in both 
campus and community settings to 
furth er the One Imperative through 
the "empowerment of women, youth 
and Third World People." In con-
nection with the WPY activities of the 
u.s. Government and the United a-
tions, the YWCA, cooperating with 
other organizations, can open up ef-
fective ways of pressing YWCA goals 
as public attention is directed toward 
WPY's main event : the UN-sponsored 
World Population Conference. 
World Population Conference 
Governments and nongovernmental 
organizations are gearing up for the 
Conference to be held next August 
19-30 in Bucharest, Rumania. It will 
be the first worldwide intergovern-
mental action conference on popu-
lation growth. The UN Population 
Commission, on which the U.S.A. is 
represented, met in Geneva October 
29-November 9 to work on a World 
Plan of Action and other proposals 
to be submitted to governments for 
their final recommendations. The Ac-
tion Plan will be put in final form 
for the Conference when the Popu-
lation Commission meets at the UN's 
New York headquarters in March. 
Voluntary organizations are plan-
ning a nongovernmental "Tribune" in 
Bucharest which will be a sort of 
counterconference to endorse or dis-
pute the actions of governments. 
At each stage of preparation organ-
izations can contribute to the sub-
stance of the Conference. The YWCA, 
deeply committed to justice for all 
people, also has particular insights 
and experience that identify the key 
role of women, their own self-percep-
tions and opportunities within the so-
ciety as fund amental to the rate of 
population growth . 
World YWCA Participation 
As a consultant to the UN Economic 
The YWCA Magazine 
and Social Council (Ecosoc ) , the 
World YWCA has worked closely with 
the UN Commission on the Status of 
Women which has a vital interest in 
the Conference. A number of dis-
tinguished YWCA officers and mem-
bers have served on the Commission , 
persistently calling the a ttention of 
UN member-states to the connection 
between population growth and dis-
crimination against women. At the 
Commission's request, the World 
YWCA conducted an inquiry on chang-
ing attitudes toward famil y planning 
for the Commission tudy, .. Famil y 
Planning and the Sta tus of Women." 
The World YWCA has participated 
in Commission seminars on thi s sub-
ject and has kept the Commission 
abreas t of its own officia l tatements 
and the re lated ac ti vities of national 
YWCAs. This in fo rmation is carried 
in the World YWCA newsle tter, Public 
A ffairs and the YWCA . 
In 1967 the YWCA World Council 
saw .. individual freedo m and res pon-
sibility" a " inseparable aspects of 
famil y life" and noted the responsi-
bility of men as well as women. The 
Council emph asized the need for edu-
cation to further women's personal 
development and contribution to so-
ciety. Its E xecuti ve Committee agreed 
in May 1973 that the aim of popu-
lation policy should be to enh ance 
the quality of life. 
U.S. YWCA Participation 
The YWCA of the U.S.A. and several 
other nongovernmental organizations 
received an invitation las t July to 
consult with the Speci al Assistant to 
the Secretary of State fo r Popula tion 
Matters, Phil ander P . Clax to n, Jr. , 
who is coordinating the u.s. position 
for the Conference. The orga niza ti on 
representatives pre ent emph asized 
that respect for hum an rights and 
dignity, including the elimination of 
racism and equ ality between men and 
women, self-determinati on and the 
economic and social development to 
undergird these rights are bas ic to 
sound public policy on population 
growth. Government representa ti ves 
suggested that , while funds for fa mily 
planning programs were available 
through the u .s . foreign aid program , 
December 1973 
the Congress would be unwilling to 
fund general development assistance 
to poo r countri es sufficient to affect 
their birth rates. The U.S.A. would 
therefore concentrate on fa mily pl an-
ning services. 
In response to a seemingly narrow 
government view, a joint sta tement 
was developed in the Confe rence of 
UN Represe nta ti ves associa ted with 
the United Nations Associa tion and 
endorsed by a number of organiza-
tions, including the YWCA. It ca ll s on 
the U.S.A. to jo in with o thers at the 
Bucharest Conference in pressing for 
a world population policy tha t see ks 
"a deli cate balance betwee n people 
and the avai lability o f resources, a 
balance essenti a l to improving the 
qu ality of li fe." 
The sta tement recognizes th at " the 
level o f consumption of a few is de-
picting the ea rth and fo uling the en-
vironment, while the majority live at 
barely subsistence levels." It ex pands 
on ·' the foll owing necessary ingredi-
ents" of just populati on policy: The 
right of pa rents to choose the number 
and spacing of their children ; ethnic 
and racial equality · eq u,ilit_ between 
men and women ; youth participation 
in policy development; the rights of 
the ch ild; res pec t for cultural and re-
li gious differences; and a beneficial 
balance betwee n people and resources. 
A YWCA statement implementing the 
1973 national YWCA convention en-
dorsement of a voluntary approach 
to popula tion growth that is " non-
raci st and nonsex ist" is now in prep-
aratio n a t the Nati onal Boa rd . 
But issuing a statement is properly 
the culmin ation rather th an the first 
tcp in YWCA program . World Council 
ac tion and N atio nal Boa rd ac tion im-
plementin g nati onal conventi on state-
ments, u.s. G overnment positi ons 
and reco mm end atio ns of such bodies 
as the Commission on Population 
Growth an I the Am erica n Future can 
stimul a te local groups to do their own 
inves ti gating and tes t their own con-
clusions. 
Developing Coo perative Progra111 
Progra m durin g World Popula ti on 
Y ea r is idea l for cooperati on with 
o ther orga niza tions. It will require 
asse mbling a task force of varied 
backgrounds-age, race, religion and 
economic sta tus . Diversity is essen-
ti a l to a sound approach, as YWCA 
members are well aware. 
Projects might include investiga-
tions of policies on sex education, 
fa mily pl anning, sterilization and 
abortion es tablished by local educa-
ti onal institutions, social agencies, 
both public and private, state agen-
cies, the u. s. Agency for International 
Development (AID) and the UN Fund 
for Population Activities (UNFPA). 
Preparations for the Conference can 
be studied through papers issued by 
the Department of State and the 
United Nations. World YWCA posi-
ti ons and the national YWCA Program 
for Action can be used to evaluate 
what the group has learned and to 
raise questions. A basic question 
might be : What would be the effect 
on population growth of equitable 
representation by Third World peo-
ple, women and youth in policy mak-
ing on all levels? 
A ction 
Public action will have been sug-
gested by the above. It could include 
panels on the media discussing the 
Bucharest Conference and the issues 
to be debated; it could include a state-
ment to the President or the Secretary 
of State in relation to u .s. participa-
tion in the Conference. It could be a 
report and recommendations to the 
World YWCA as to policy in connec-
ti on with the UN Commission on the 
Statu s of Women or its parent body, 
the UN Economic and Social Council, 
to be forward ed by the National 
Board. 
YWCA Program 
Internal YWCA program could range 
from development of a resolution for 
the next national convention to a new 
look at health education in the YWCA. 
Preparation should focus on explor-
ing areas of personal and group sen-
sitivity on the question of population 
growth , on how the Christian purpose 
enables an organization as diverse as 
the World YWCA to reach a concensus 
th at bridges these differences . 
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